Monday, August 2, 2004
John 15:1 - 16:33

In John 15 we find the word “abide” or “remain”. Sometimes we think of “remain” as a passive option—to stay where one is put. In this case however, the Greek word indicates something more. It implies an expectancy and action. “Abide” is a good translation though the word is somewhat old-fashioned. It means to live somewhere. In our relationship with God it means to live in Christ; to believe, trust, and obey. 

Jesus also expects His followers to produce fruit. That can indicate visible results, like growing the kingdom, or it may also indicate characteristics that should mark a Christian. (We’ll be looking at some of them in the book of Galatians.) Whichever meaning “fruit” has in a situation, it cannot be borne without living in Christ. 

In verse 2 Jesus seems to be speaking of the Jewish nation, the original branch of the Vine, and a picture in many Bible passages. Paul speaks of the branches that were removed from the Vine (the Jews) and those grafted onto the Vine (the Gentiles).  Verse 6 seems to refer to unbelievers or those who profess to believe but do not, since any believer (whatever the point in his or her own walk of faith) does abide in Christ and He in them). 


In 15:18-16:4 Jesus speaks of the persecution that the disciples would face then and face now. Christians are being killed because of their faith. They are ridiculed, beaten, tortured, and shunned. Their churches are bombed. All of this happens because Satan has convinced the world that Christ is not the Son of God or the Savior of the world. Satan uses the deceived to persecute the faith. In the years after His resurrection, Jesus says, men who kill or persecute believers will think that they are doing God’s will, but sincerity does not count with God when it is directed against Him.

The first definition listed for the Greek word translated “overcome” in 16:33 is “conquer”!  Jesus told the disciples that He had already conquered the sin filling the world. Satan was already “judged”. The devil and his hoards and temptations can battle and squirm but they are already defeated. Jesus’ words comforted the disciples with Him and also comfort us: “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
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